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All being well you should receive
this newsletter just before the boats
go back on their moorings. As I sit
writing this in early March with snow
blowing past the window in an icy
blast, it is difficult to believe all the
boats (especially mine) will be ready
within three weeks without some
mad panics to complete the fitting
out. Where is global warming when
you need it ?

There was tremendous support from
both Maylandsea and Thorpe Bay at
TBYC's Sandhopper Dinner on 26™
February. It was a most enjoyable
evening for which we must thank
Tony Padbury and Janet Wilsmer.
Let us hope that this enthusiasm for
events off the water will be mirrored
by increased numbers on the wa-
ter. Getting good fleets out there on
the water is the best way to attract
new people to the Class.

It was also my pleasant duty at the
Sandhopper Dinner to present the
Cruising Trophy for the first time.
You can read Peter Blomfield's in-
teresting report and John Evans’
technical log elsewhere in this
newsletter. They obviously had a
thoroughly good time and | hope
that will encourage other Sandhop-
per crews to give cruising a try this
season.

New for this season is the possibil-
ity of using jib furling gear. Al-
though not for use in racing, it
could make rigging the boat and
picking up the mooring much sim-

pler, especially for those crews not
particularly happy dancing about on
the foredeck.

Lastly | would like to welcome
aboard Steve Evans, new committee
member from MBSC, who
“volunteered” to take on the post of
Secretary. This is the second time
Steve has fulfilled this role and this
is very much appreciated.

Wishing you all good sailing this
season and looking forward to see-
ing as many of you as possible at
the Championships in May.

Brian Whistler S38

Peter Blomfield and John Evans receiving
the Cruising Trophy from Association
Chairman Brian Whistler on February 26th
at the Sandhopper dinner TBYC.

photo Peter Freshwater



| suppose | should start with myself and introduce Sandboy S31, bought in 1975 from
John Theobald and was renamed on the same morning. Since then Sandboy has had its
ups and downs and, of course, has had to put up with me. This year as a special treat |
bought new mainsheet tackle and last year new sails, so with its maintenance up to
scratch | won't over do it and start the anti fouling. My motivation usually comes from Pe-
ter Saywell, Sandy S20, tempting me into meeting him at the Club to start a few jobs with
his offer of sharing his own crew. This year I've found the Jacks indoor bowls club has
taken my interest since there you can spend all day in the warm and forget about my
most hated job.

The trouble is Peter needs my motivation due to his ill health and pending second heart
valve operation. All we can do is to assure him, wish him a successful operation this time
and a speedy recovery.

Who next? Bill Wright has taken his boat, True Blue S10, home for the winter but has
succumbed to a major refit of his kitchen & bathroom instead.

Tom and Annette Dayes, Emma S15, has taken early retirement and we must congratu-
late him on his appointment to Rear Commodore. A job he didn’'t expect so with Annette’s
encouragement he is around the Club overseeing the racing scene. Well done Tom you
have all our support in this difficult task.

Frank and Doreen Levy has little time for Whisperer S40 as Frank is the Clubs mainte-
nance officer and is always around the Club ensuring the building and services are up to
scratch doing most of the work himself and planning the work party schedules. Doreen is
busy with Mainsheet the Clubs newsletter.

Peter and Vanessa Freshwater, Freshsands S155, Peter spends a lot of time assisting
Frank with some of his jobs and helps out the Bosun John Primett with safety boat main-
tenance plus managing the Clubs website.

John Primett and Kevin Whittle, Wild Gull S29, won most of the prizes last year and
shouldn’t do any work or antifouling to give the rest of us a chance.

Brain and Sue Casey, Scampi S157 the newest of the 4 new boats, now 3 years old. De-
spite living and busy working in the West End of London Brian still manages to pop down
the club for a mid-week lunch break but finds it a nightmare getting to the Club in time to
start a race with the rest of the fleet. Sue promises he will to do better this year

Mike Hopper and Richard Lytheer, who joined forces last year in owning Sandune S30.
Mike is the MBSC Treasurer and with Richard job demanding his time abroad they are
short on spare time, but | am told that they have spent time repairing their tender so at
least they can get to and from the boat when it gets launched.

Steve Evans and Derek Webb, Speedy S152, which they bought last season after several
years with S22, also have very heavy work commitments so its early days to see them
working but they will be ready for the launch with wet antifouling as last year.

Roger and Lou Lambourn Jubilee S34. Roger is regularly at the Club doing jobs on his
boat more than most of us. He is very keen making nearly every start last season and is
always in front of me.

Finally Whitesand S28 Nigel with crew Peter Harris. Nigel is Club Commodore with Gaye,
his wife, the new membership secretary. With these commitments plus a demanding job
Nigel is reported to have been lying in the snow rubbing down the hull to ensure he is
ready for the launch day which | am sure he will be with Peter Harris doing his share.
They make a good team. After the “happening” at last years Nationals they are planning
to sail round for Burnham Week, with Peter Harris’'s Crouch knowledge they could do
well.



That's the lot, hope | haven't given any secrets away or offended anyone so please don't
sue me for slander.

We are a grand and friendly team at Maylandsea and as you have read many of the Clubs
Officers are from the Sandhopper fleet, which has grown from 3 boats in 1975 to 12 in
2005. We have a monthly Natter and Nosh on the second Wednesday each month at the
Clubhouse to which all are welcome.

With the re-formation of the Class Association we have seen a closer relationship with our
rivals and good friends at Thorpe Bay Yacht Club.

Len Wright. Class Captain MBSC. Sandboy S31

Musings from The Thames Estuary

The long winter months drag on but the forthcoming Sandhopper annual Dinner is nearly

upon us, providing an opportunity to meet old friends from our sister club. Having just

taken delivery of my newly painted boat, I'm perhaps looking forward to the coming sea- b
son with even greater anticipation than usual. There is a flurry of activity in our section '
with three new masts under order, therefore, much discussion on rigging, mast steps,

launching systems and of course, the trial of a jib furling system.

but, nevertheless, only missed a couple of days’ sailing. Reviewing the season’s racing,

Phil Crawford in ‘Pray’ outshone everyone in our various points series, winning two &

coming second in another. The Rosebowl Trophy for most points garnered, by fair means

or foul, through out the season went to ‘Phoenix’ helmed by the author. As far as trophy

races went, John Boshier in ‘Sandpiper’ No 21 sailed in no less than 13 events, meaning 1]
that Janet Willsmer, who sails in ‘Phoenix’ on Saturdays & ‘Sandpiper’ on Sundays sailed N
in at least 58 races. Talk about getting your moneys worth!

Looking back on 2004 at Thorpe Bay we experienced the usual gamut of British weather e  — I

The Nationals, held at Maylandsea saw ‘Apollo’ triumph with the tried & tested combina-

tion of Ken Herve & Gordon Sanders just edging it from Squiffy sailed by Peter Thomp-

son, Steve & David Hopper. But by far the most outstanding achievement of the season,

was ‘On the Hop's effort in winning outright the non-cruiser section in the Nore Race. Well

done Sue & Will Daly! I

I
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The Thorpe Bay Regatta saw vicious winds on the Saturday, so much so that only 5 in-

trepid ‘Hoppers ventured forth accompanied by a lone Hornet. Cats, asymmetric & mono-

hulls stayed resolutely & safely ashore. The intended two races were confined to one

hair-raising trip round the bay, in the aftermath a squall hit, resulting in your Chairman’s %&& I
boat making an impromptu visit to the beach! ' )' & (

Though we don't salil in the close season, the class remain active by undertaking race —

officer duties for those hardy souls entering the club’s winter series, with as many as forty S  — —  — — —
boats starting, the use of general recall flags & the requisite sound signals is common-

place.

With the new season almost upon us it is, perhaps, an opportune moment to welcome
some new members to the Class; Graham Harp No 42, Duncan Clarke No 37, David
Dane No 22 & David Emery No 26, | hope they enjoy sailing a Sandhopper as much as |
have over the last few years.

We look forward to hosting the Nationals this year, with the expectation of competitive
sailing & a high turnout. Later in the year Burnham beckons with the prospect of that in-
triguing trip through the Havengore. Who knows, if there are sufficient numbers we will
replicate the mid-week BBQ. Looking forward to seeing you on the water.

Tony Padbury Class Captain TBYC ‘Phoenix’ S18



2004 gave us two entries for the Cruising Trophy the report below is from Peter Blomfield and John Ev-
ans the first Trophy winners selected by the committee. Tom Dayes and Kevin Whittle also entered by
with an excellent report on their trip back from Burnham to Maylandsea in Emma S15. This report can be
read on the MBSC website in the Sandhopper diary.
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TALITRUS S46

THORPE BAY TO BRIGHTLINGSEA & RETURN

CREW Peter Blomfield & John Evans
27" July 2004

We had set our alarms at the ungodly hour of 05.25, a time at which most Sandhopper sailors were tucked up
in bed and would be for several hours yet.

This early start enabled Peter to listen to the 05.35 shipping forecast for the Thames Estuary—

S to SW force 2/3, confused slightly by the inshore forecast for Whitby to North Foreland which was SE! The
previous evening'’s forecasts had also been favourable, (though with a different wind direction), so our trip to
Brightlingsea was definitely on.

Down to the boat by 06.15 we loaded the remaining equipment and stores on Talitrus and cast of at 07.00, the
planned hour. Tony Pradbury, way beyond the call of duty, appeared on the slipway as promised and relieved
us of the club’s dinghy. We headed East at 07.05.

Unfortunately at this hour there was just the merest zephyr so the outboard was started and this pushed us
along quite happily at 4+ knots against the last of the flood in the shallows to the Shoebury boom and man
made island. Here Peter insisted that John take him within spitting distance, so he could study the birds. This
was the only occasion on the trip when we touched bottom. With the tide on the turn we moved into deeper
water at the S Shoebury buoy and the ebb helped us all the way to the Spitway.

Between us we had two GPS'’s , an echo sounder, steering compass, hand bearing compass, charts and all the
normal kit. We had planned the trip over a few weeks and had both input a route into our GPS’s which would
take us safely in deep water to the Spitway. We did briefly consider a route across the Maplin Sands and
through the Ray Sand channel, but only briefly. The risk of grounding on a falling tide did not justify the saving
of a few miles.

The sun shone and it was a perfect morning except for the fact that the wind took ages to fill in and we had to
motor for far too long. The Mariner at reasonable revs lasted about 1hr 25 mins  on each tank full of petrol
(1.4 litres). We had taken on 15 litres which would have been adequate for the whole journey out with plenty to
spare had the wind failed to materialise.

The sails were hoisted before we reached the Spitway and we sailed with a fair wind for the rest of the journey.
We crossed the Spitway about 2 hrs before low water (neaps) with a minimum of 2.4 m under us. At low water
Springs this passage would be dicey to say the least.

We had previously spoken to the Harbour Master and he had been most helpful.. Approaching Brightlingsea
we phoned him on a mobile and were instructed to sail round near the N cardinal. We arrived at 14.20 and
within a few minutes the Harbour Master found us and we were given a comfortable berth alongside a rubber
work boat inside the floating pontoon. He even took our warps. We asked about the cost and his reply was,
“It's a bit small isn’t it, | don’t think we need worry about that.” There are plans for a big new marina so no
doubt it will all get more commercial.

The “Park and Ride” launch to the shore cost 80p each and on arrival we were met by Peter’s cousin who lives
close to the waterfront. One of the factors which made Brightlingsea such a good choice was that we had been
promised (and received) D B&B by the said cousin and wife.



28" July 2004

We boarded the boat at 11.20 and cast off 5 minutes later. Used the engine to get off the jetty but immedi-
ately hoisted the genoa and motor sailed past Peter’s cousin for a photo opportunity. Not that the boat looks
good with just the genny but we wanted to prove we had reached

Brightlingsea !

Into the deep water of the Colne we soon stopped the engine, hoisted the main and long and short tacked
with the ebb down to the Spitway. Several boats were crossing and it really was impossible to say exactly
where the deepest passage should be. However Peter had had a nasty experience crossing this once be-
fore so we crossed more or less between the buoys. This time we had a minimum of 2m under us (about
1% hours before low water). Surprisingly quite a large vessel started to cross behind us and 200 yards to
our SW without any apparent problem, until about half way across he suddenly turned almost 90 ° to port.

From then on life just got better and better, we were able to sail freer, the wind increased, freed off further
and eventually settled more or less due East at force 4 to 5. Much to John’s satisfaction we hoisted the
spinnaker while the wind was no more than a 3 and then kept it up for the rest of the trip while the wind in-
creased. A gaggle of cruisers had crossed the Spitway behind us and we left them far behind and overtook
one longish cruiser which had started before us. The only boat we could not catch was a Thames barge, but
even she did not leave us.

With the spinnaker drawing well and balancing the boat all we did for the next few hours was to sit back and
enjoy the increasing speed, particularly down the waves. The speed readings on the GPS did get a bit hairy
as we careened down the following waves of 1+ metre. The acceleration and deceleration meant that the
only safe position was sitting down and quite regularly the GPS showed us holding 10+ knots for several
seconds. The only worry was that the bows might not lift at the bottom of a wave; they always did but we
had only an inch to spare on two or three occasions. John’s latest model GPS updates speed etc instanta-
neously and has a maximum speed reading; it

showed over 14 knots. Yes this was over the I
ground and we had the tide with us. And no we did \\;»
not swing the GPS round on a piece of string! o J
/ b
There is always a down side of course and we ar- ¢ 2;“ { A
rived too early off Thorpe Bay and there was no — iy
water. We donned our oilies, downed the spinna- - < ﬁh’ ,

ker and main and sailed backwards and forward
under genoa for an hour. Anchoring was not really
an option as it would have been far too uncomfort-
able and probably wet.

Once the bank to the East of the mulberry was cov-
ered we waited a further 15mins and then headed E =
over the mud with the sounder showing 1m.. We  Talitrus S46 at Brightlingsea see page 4

did not touch; this might have proved difficult as the

head would have swung down wind and tide and we could well have ended up way down on our mooring.
We successfully picked up our mooring at 18.50, tidied up and celebrated with a Chinese takeaway.

This trip was completely uneventful and shows that given care and a through study of the forecasts Sand-
hoppers can go anywhere—well almost.

One lesson for the future. For 90% of the trip our mobiles had no signal and could not have been used in an
emergency. A radio would give reassurance.

John’s technical log is on a separate sheet with this News letter.

Peter Blomfield. 30 July 2004
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knots which gave some excitement for
some. With the course well out at the end

Entries for the 2004 event were disap- of the river.

pointing with only five boats but, be-
cause only three could do the whole
week, nobody raced midweek
(Tuesday to Friday).

Fortunately the strongest winds only hit us
as prolonged squalls. Bluejacket had a
clean sweep of firsts, with Little Wing just
edging 2nd from April Fool , Emma got

So, the fleet comprised True Blue 10 fourth place and True Blue fifth.

and Emma 15 from Maylandsea with-
Little Wing 150 (David Johnson and W king hard t q
Daryl Williams), April Fool 35 (lan Sto- € areé working hard to persuade more
bart and Janet
Wilsmer) and
Bluejacket 154
(Peter Smith and
Brian Wells)
form Thorpe
Bay.

We each led the
fleet at some
time, and were
each last at
other

times. Very en-
joyable, and of
course frustrat-
ing up the Roach s % I
every time.

. boats to do the Week in 2005.
The Bank Holiday weekend of three

races, and the final Saturday were Peter Smith Blue Jacket S154
sailed in breezes from nothing to 30

Sail Measurement.

Don't forget you need new sails measured and your M easurement Certificate en-
dorsed to be legal.

See Peter Blomfield or Tom Dayes if you have forgot  ten this.




As you are all aware there is a dispensation to allow the fitting of jib furling
gear the 2005 season. There are a number of issues in the fitting to our
boats and several solutions. There have been a number of articles and cor-
respondence within the Squib Association on this matter.

Anyone who wishes to try a jib furling mechanism this season should speak
with one of the Committee members who can provide copies of the avalil-
able information and any clarification of the dispensation ruling which is as
follows:

1. The furling device must retain a forestay.

2. The headsail must not be furled whilst racing.

( ") If any boat owner tries this please let Tom Dayes know how you've done it
and your experiences in using it.

* 4

Remember if you have just bought a boat or
transferred ownership then the Measurement
certificate needs to be reissued. (The blue one).
Send this to Tom Dayes with £5 plus your de-
tails for a new certificate to be issued.

Address:

Tom Dayes
Green Oaks,
18 Leigh Drive,

Wickham Bishops,
CM8 3JS

Tense Times at the 2004 National Championships.
Ken Herve 2004 Champion creeps past Peter
!""& Thompson 2003 Champion. Photo Dave Bass

Peter and John tell me they have more cruises planned for 2005. Don't let them be the only name on the
Trophy . Get planning and write up your voyages.

B

The Trophy is to be perpetual and competed for annually-

The competition to be open to any Full / Associate member.

The log need not necessarily be prepared by a boat owner.

The cruise / passage to have been carried out during the current sailing season.
The log need not necessarily be for one cruise / passage-

The Trophy will be awarded to the Member submitting the most interesting / informa-
tive log of Sandhopper sailing.

The Trophy will be presented to the winner at the Sandhopper Class British Associa-
tion A.G.M.

The committees decision will be final and no correspondence nor discussions will be

entered into.

The completed log to be submitted to the Sandhopper Class British Association committee by the 30th of September
of the current sailing season.
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Chairman:
Brian Whistler S38 TBYC

Hon Secretary :
Steve Evans S153 MBSC

Hon. Membership Secretary :
Peter Freshwater S155 MBSC.

Technical Committee:
Tom Dayes S15 MBSC
Dave Johnson S150 TBYC

Tony Padbury S18 TBYC

Co-opted Hon Treasurer:
Peter Blomfield. S46 TBYC

National Championships Start 2004 photo Dave Bass
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Thank you to all who have paid their subs for 2005, an ac-
knowledgement is enclosed with this Newsletter, those of

you who have not yet renewed will find reminders. Thanks & %
for your support with this.

Please keep me advised of any changes to address, owner- % &

ship etc to enable us to keep the records up to date. & ()
Don't forget that the latest version of the rule book ( Nov. # _(+ "
2003 version 1.4) is available on the website as a PDF )’
download or can be ordered from me for posting. Please 8& '/0%
supply A5 SAE. 0 1 /"$""28
Hon Membership Secretary. } )
Peter Freshwater ) #1- 3&

3 Robinsons Close

Southminster

Essex CMO 7GP

01621 772466 www.sandhopper.org.uk

E-mail-membership@sandhopper.org.uk

Thanks to the contributors to this edition. Don't forget there is more stuff to read on the website and we need re-
ports of events please help?
If there is enough material then we will try to publish again in October.

Peter Freshwater.S155 E-mail peter.freshwater@btopenworld.com



